
ONE’ULA BEACH PARK 

As most of us can remember, One’ula Beach Park or “Hau Bush” has served as a fishing, swim-

ming, surfing, and gathering spot for generations.  Over a period of decades, One’ula has gone 

through many transitions in its lifetime. It is with continuous help from the community that 

One’ula is back on track to return to the treasured beach that we remember,  know and love.   

 



 



 

One’ula Beach Park encompasses 30 acres at the west end of ‘Ewa 

Beach. For many years, this park has provided a comfort station, ball parks and 

parking for residents. However, its conditions have deteriorated over the 

years— to a point a few years ago where it was a scene that was unusable and 

unsafe. 

The City and the community are now coming together to revitalize the area, 

and make the park cleaner and safer for the public by clearing overgrown grass, 

removing hazardous materials, and doing community clean-ups on a regular 

basis. 

The City is currently working with the community to create a long-term plan 

for One‘ula Beach Park.  



 

lOcal PhOTOS OF One’ula Beach Park 

A photo taken from a 

B-17 on Dec. 7 of two 

Japanese cylinders 

 circling over a crash. 

“The Boy Scouts used 

to use this area all the 

time to camp and fish. 

— 

 My late Dad took me 

there since I was a little 

baby.” 

 

-Michael W Sawamoto 



All photos are used with permission 

 Dec 7, 1941 Japanese cylinder circling over crash on  

Hau Bush Beach . 

Michael W. 

Sawamoto 

with his father 

at Hau Bush in 

1952. 



 

lOcal PhOTOS OF One’ula Beach Park 



1928, an aerial image of Honouliuli coastline from  

Campbell Industrial Park to One‘ula Beach Park. 

Hau Bush refers to a lowland 

tree (Hibiscus tiliaceus), found 

in many warm countries, some 

spreading horizontally over the 

ground forming impenetrable 

thickets, and some trained on 

trellises. The leaves are 

rounded and heart-shaped, the 

flowers cup-shaped, with five 

large petals that change 

through the day from yellow to 

dull-red. Formerly the light, 

tough wood served for 

outriggers of canoes, the bast 

for rope, the sap and flowers 

for medicine. 



2000-2001, an air photo- part of a state coastline documentation 

project for civil defense use. 

1953, aerial view showing Barbers Point Naval Air Station towards 

One‘ula Beach Park with cane fields and coastline. 



Top photo: 1961, shoreline 

from the east end of Pupu 

Street to One‘ula Beach Park 

showing former chicken 

farm near Kuapapa 

Preserve. 

 

Bottom left photo: 1953, 

oblique view showing 

Barbers Point Naval Air 

Station towards One‘ula 

Beach Park showing cane 

fields and coastline.      



 

Kymberly Pine, left, picks up trash at an One'ula Beach 

Park cleanup. Lani Kauhaahaa-Hunt, 10, right, was one 

of about 250 volunteers.  

cleanuP BuildS ‘ewa Beach 

ohana 

"You disrespect the body, you disrespect the land. It's all part of the same new dumping 

culture," said Pine, who helped bring together several hundred volunteers for a cleanup 

program at Oneula Beach Park on Saturday, April 17 2004. 

Volunteers said it probably wasn't the largest event of its kind and it didn't round up the 

biggest piles of opala like some before it, but it was unlike anything else in at least one 

respect: the way it pulled together so many different elements of the 'Ewa Beach 

community behind one idea. 

Pine, chair of the 'Ewa Beach Weed and Seed neighborhood restoration group, said that 

the cleanup was the kickoff to a year-long campaign to take environmental action to a 

new level. Posted by Honolulu Advertiser's  Mike Leidemann, March 18, 2004. 



“This is the old time meaning of ‘ohana, people sharing 

work to take care of each other.” — Uncle Billy Kumia 

"If I saw the people who 

throw all this stuff on the 

beach, I'd get in their face a 

little and tell them it's every-

body's land, not just yours." -

Lani Kauhaahaa-Hunt, 10. 
"I think a lot of the parents 

have forgotten what's really 

important, they work so hard 

to make money that they leave 

their family behind. The kids 

see them chasing the big titles, 

the big homes and the expen-

sive cars and feel left out. I 

think it's time for us to go back 

to family." 

- Uncle Billy Kumia 



ONE’ULA’S FUTURE 

with the continuous help from the community, 

One’ula is right on track to a bright future. It is with great 

aloha  from the people that have not forgotten, that keeps 

it alive and thriving. One’ula will be a place where all 

’ohana and keiki can fully use and enjoy.   

Its up to us to malama and pono One’ula so that it 

may never return to a “dump site” again.  Instead it should 

continue to grow and flourish from the love and care it  

receives for many more generations to come. 
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A warm mahalo to Michael W. Sawamoto for allowing his family 

photos and the Bishop Museum archives for the historical photos. 

 

 

Mahalo and Aloha!  


